
 

 

 

 

Appeal to the members of the German Bundestag, the French National Assembly, the House of 
Representatives of The Netherlands, the Chamber of Deputies of the Italian Parliament, the Na-
tional Council of the Austrian Parliament, the Congress of Deputies of Spain, the Assembly of the 
Portuguese Republic, the Hellenic Parliament, the National Assembly of Hungary 

 
Providing EU candidate status for Ukraine  

Kyiv, 20 May 2022 – We – representatives of civil society, scientific and cultural communities in 
Ukraine and in EU countries – urge the German Bundestag, the French National Assembly, the House 
of Representatives of The Netherlands, the Chamber of Deputies of the Italian Parliament, the Na-
tional Council of the Austrian Parliament, the Congress of Deputies of Spain, the Assembly of the 
Portuguese Republic, the Hellenic Parliament, the National Assembly of Hungary to endorse 
Ukraine’s application for EU candidate status and support it with the necessary political will and 
enthusiasm that will lead to its realisation. EU candidate status for Ukraine has the potential to confer 
immense benefits for Ukraine: firstly, it will provide a powerful incentive for Ukrainians to undertake 
the necessary steps to achieve integration; secondly, it will provide an institutional framework for 
post-war reconstruction of the Ukrainian economy. At the same time, the EU will gain a candidate 
whose credentials have been burnished in the most challenging of crucibles, namely war, and in the 
face of what where once thought to be insuperable odds. To gain such a candidate would be to reju-
venate the entire EU project. Importantly, such a step now will be the expression of the EU’s confi-
dence that Ukraine will prevail in this war and will significantly boost Ukraine’s resistance capacity.  

However, it must be noted that our appeal is not based on wishful thinking. As independent Ukrainian 
experts, who have been professionally monitoring Ukraine’s implementation of the Association 
Agreement since 2014, we have witnessed the significant progress Ukraine has made in approximat-
ing its national legislation to the EU acquis over the last six years. Ukraine has been a reliable and 
enthusiastic partner, which has invested extensive institutional and political capital in the implemen-
tation of the AA, including the: 

- Development of the institutional structure for coordination of the implementation of the euro-inte-
gration process. This includes the creation of the Government Office for European and Euro-Atlantic 
integration of Ukraine and the appointment of Deputy Ministers specifically responsible for European 
integration in the line ministries.  

- Establishment of the community of experts, lawyers and civil servants who have driven the legal 
approximation in the framework of Association Agreement implementation. 

- Achievement of significant results in approximation of Ukrainian legislation to the EU require-
ments. Ukraine has started and advanced a legal approximation process in virtually all chapters of the 
Association Agreement. Those chapters resemble those of the accession negotiations process, making 
Ukraine more advanced than many former candidates at the beginning of the process. 

- Application of EU norms across sectors such as Public Procurement, Energy, Transplantology and 
Market surveillance reform.  



We recognise that much more needs to be done: approximation of EU legislation is a challenging task 
for a post-Soviet country, especially if it is conducted without a clear political target and EU leader-
ship. Therefore, EU candidate status for Ukraine would send a strong political message to Ukrainian 
society while offering Ukraine access to EU technical assistance and structural funds to implement 
complex reforms.  

It should be clear that Ukrainian society shares European values – after all, Ukrainians are literally 
putting their life on the line to defend them. Ukraine has stood up to Russia precisely because it values 
democracy and vehemently rejects tyranny or dictatorship. According to the World Values Survey 
conducted in Ukraine in 2020, nearly 80% of Ukrainians care about living in a democratic society a 
figure which has grown from 74,1% in 2011. Some 90% of Ukrainians support their country’s acces-
sion to the EU. Twice, Ukrainian society came onto the streets, to protect its rights and freedom – 
firstly during the Orange Revolution in 2004 and then the Revolution of Dignity in 2013. Now, it 
stands firm in the face of an attempt by Russia to destroy it as a nation and as a democracy. 

History shows that the Union is a peace project – it was established in 1951 precisely to prevent a 
new war in Europe. This noble ideal – peace promotion – is enshrined in EU treaties. We know there 
is strong political and public support for Ukraine’s membership of the EU. According to the latest 
Eurobarometer survey, 66% of EU citizens agree that Ukraine should join the EU. For this reason, 
we call on the members of the German Bundestag, the French National Assembly, the House of Rep-
resentatives of The Netherlands, the Chamber of Deputies of the Italian Parliament, the National 
Council of the Austrian Parliament, the Congress of Deputies of Spain, the Assembly of the Portu-
guese Republic, the Hellenic Parliament, the National Assembly of Hungary, as representatives of 
the people, to continue to uphold this ideal by supporting Ukraine application for EU candidate status 
on June 23-24, 2022, when the European Council is supposed to vote on Ukraine's candidacy.  

This is a defining moment not only for Ukraine but also the EU. It is a chance for Ukraine to return 
to the European family. But it is also an opportunity for the EU to help defend the frontier of the 
democratic world where Ukrainians, by sacrificing their lives, have proved their worthiness. 

  
The list of signatories: 
 
1) Adriano Dell'asta Associate professor of russian language and literature, Catholic Univer-

sity of the Sacred heart, Milan and Brescia, Italy   
2) Ahmed Tamim Head of the Spiritual Directorate of Muslims of Ukraine, Supreme Mufti 

of Ukraine, Ukraine 
3) Andreas Umland Analyst at the Stockholm Centre for Eastern European Studies (SCEEUS) 

at the Swedish Institute of International Affairs (UI), Sweden-Germany 
4) Andrusevych An-
driy 

Senior Policy Expert Resource & Analysis Center "Society and Environ-
ment", Ukraine 

5) Antoniuk Valeriy Chairman of the All-Ukrainian Union of Evangelical Christian Baptist, 
Ukraine 

6) Aristov Vadym PhD in History, Department of History of Ukraine of the Middle Ages 
and early modern times, Institute of History of Ukraine, The National 
Academy of Sciences of Ukraine, Ukraine 

7) Armand Gosu Associate Professor, University of Bucharest, Romanian Center for Rus-
sian Studies, Romania 

8) Babii Halyna Host of programs of Ukrainian Radio Public, Ukraine 
9) Bachmaha Mariya Director of NGO "PH Capital. Public Health Experts", Ukraine 



10) Bahro Serhii Senior researcher of the Research and Fund Department of the St. Sophia 
of Kyiv National Conservation Area, senior lecturer of the Department of 
History of the National University "Kyiv-Mohyla Academy", Ukraine 

11) Benedyk Yana PhD, Associate Professor, Chair of Comparative and European Law, Ed-
ucational and Scientific Institute of International Relations, Taras 
Shevchenko National University of Kyiv, Ukraine 

12) Bogdan Tatiana  Director of research of Growford Institute, Doctor of Economics, 
Ukraine 

13) Boyarchuk Dmy-
tro Executive Director "CASE Ukraine", Ukraine 
14) Brus Svitlana Leading researcher, NASU Institute for Economics and Forecasting, 

Ukraine 
15) Carmen Claudin Associated researcher, CIDOB, Barcelona, Spain 
16) Cécile Joris Ph-D in Psychology, Belgium 
17) Charles Powell Director, Elcano Royal Institute, Spain 
18) Chentsov Viktor D. Sc. (History), Professor, University of Customs and Finance, Ukraine 
19) Chervona Svitlana PhD in Economics, Associate Professor, National Academy of Statistics, 

Accounting and Audit, Ukraine 
20) Christian Kaunert Professor of International Security, Dublin City University, Ireland & 

Professor of Policing and Security, University of South Wales, UK 
21) Cristina Manzano Director, Esglobal, Spain 
22) Davydiuk Mykola Political scientist, Ukraine 
23) Dieter Pohl Professor of History, University of Klagenfurt, Austria 
24) Dominik Opatrný Vice-dean for International Relations, Sts Cyril and Methodius Faculty 

of Theology, Palacký University Olomouc, Czech Republic 
25) Dr Aura Sabadus Senior journalist, ICIS, UK 
26) Dr. Alina 
Zubkovych Director of Nordic Ukraine Forum, Sweden 
27) Dr. Angelos 
Giannakopoulos 

DAAD Professor, National University of Kyiv - Mohyla Academy, 
Ukraine-Germany 

28) Dr. Anna 
Grebinyk 

Scientist, Division Molecular Biotechnology and Functional Genomics, 
Technical University of Applied Sciences Wildau, Germany 

29) Dr. Anton Oleinik Professor, Memorial University of Newfoundland, Canada 
30) Dr. Felix Riefer Political scientist, Lev Kopelev Forum, Bonn, Germany 
31) Dr. Ivan Gomza Head of Public Policy and Governance Department, Kyiv School of 

Economics, Ukraine 
32) Dr. Lars Radke Molekulare Biotechnologie und Funktionelle Genomik, Germany 
33) Dr. Marek Kita Professor at the Pontifical University of John Paul II in Krakow, Poland 
34) Dr. Oksana 
Seumenicht Managing Director, German-Ukrainian Academic Society, Germany 
35) Dr. Sergii 
Grebinyk 

Scientist, Division Molecular Biotechnology and Functional Genomics, 
Technical University of Applied Sciences Wildau, Germany 

36) Epiphanius 
(Dudchenko) 

Head of the Orthodox Church of Ukraine, Metropolitan of Kyiv and All 
Ukraine, Ukraine 

37) Fr. Serhiy 
Dmytriev  

Head of social servise of the Ortodox Church of Ukraine, Ukraine 

38) Francisco de 
Borja Lasheras 

Senior Fellow, CEPA, Spain 
 



39) Fursa Serhiy Financier, Ukraine 
40) Georgi Kapriev Professor at the Kliment Ohridski University, Sofia, Bulgaria 
41) Gubrenko Oksana Senior Associate, Civil Society Online, NGO, UKraine 
42) Gunther Fehlinger Consultant in Economic Development, EU Integration, EU SME Policy, 

Viena, Austria 
43) Heletiy Mariya Deputy Chief of Party, USAID "Ukraine Civil Society Sectoral Support 

Activity", Ukraine 
44) Hopko Hanna Chair of the Board, National Interests advocacy networl ANTS, Former 

chair of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the UKrainian Parliament in 
2014-2019, Ukraine 

45) Horpynchuk 
Vyacheslav Bishop of the Ukrainian Lutheran Church, Ukraine 
46) Hrytsak Yaroslav Historian, professor of the Ukrainian Catholic University, Ukraine 
47) Ignacio Molino  Senior Researcher, Elcano Royal Institute, Spain 
48) Iuliia Barshadska Dr.des., Consultant, Haus des Stiftens gGmbH, Munich, Germany 
49) Ivshyna Larysa Editor-in-chief of The Day newspaper, Ukraine 
50) Iwona Reichardt Deputy Editor-in-Chief, New Eastern Europe magazine, Poland 
51) Jacob Dov Bleich Chief Rabbi of Kyiv and Ukraine, President of the Union of Jewish reli-

gious organizations, Ukraine 
52) José Ignacio 
Torreblanca 

Professor of Politics and Head of Madrid Office, European Council on 
Foreign Relations, Spain 

53) Juliane Pfeil PhD student, Technical University at Applied Sciences Wildau, Ger-
many 

54) Kati Schneeberger President of VIENNA goes EUROPE, District Councillor & EU Local 
Councillor (Greens) – 7th district of Vienna, Austria 

55) Klimkin Pavlo Co-founder of the Center for national resilience and development, For-
mer Minister of international affairs of Ukraine (2014-2019), Ukraine 

56) Koliushko Ihor Head of the Board, Centre of Policy and Legal Reform (CPLR), Ukraine 
57) Kozak Zoriana Member of Board, Resource & Analysis Center "Society and Environ-

ment", Ukraine 
58) Kozlovskyy Igor Public activist, theologian, member of PEN Club, Ukraine 
59) Krivitsky Vitaliy 

Bishop of the Kyiv-Zhytomyr diocese in Ukraine, Ukraine 
60) Kulchynsky 
Roman Editor-in-chief "Texty.org.ua", Ukraine 
61) Kulykov Andriy Chairman of NGO "Hromadske radio", Ukraine 
62) Kuzio Taras Associate Research Fellow at the Henry Jackson Society and Professor 

in the Department of Political Science, National University of Kyiv Mo-
hyla Academy, Ukraine 

63) Kvit Serhiy President of the National University of Kyiv-Mohyla academy, Ukraine 
64) Kyrychenko 
Nataliya 

Deputy Director NGO "PH Capital. Public Health Experts", Ukraine-
USA 

65) Kyrychenko Yulia Member of the Board, Centre of Policy and Legal Reform (CPLR), 
Ukraine 

66) Lange Olga Lecturer at the University Karlsruhe, Germany 
67) Lazareva Alla Deputy editor-in-chief of the Ukrainian Week magazine, Paris, France-

Ukraine 



68) Leitner Alexander Board member, Gloria – Kulturbrücke Österreich Ukraine, Austria 
69) Lenka Karfikova Professor of Philosophy, Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic 
70) Leo Litra Senior Research Fellow at the New Europe Center, Ukraine 
71) Lihachova  
Nataliia Head of public organisation Media Detector, Ukraine 
72) Maksak Hennadiy Executive Director, Foreign Policy Council “Ukrainian Prism”, Ukraine 
73) Mante Lenkaityte 
Ostermann 

Seniour researcher, Faculty of Humanities / Faculty of Theology, Uni-
versity of Fribourg, Switzerland 

74) Marcos 
(Oganesian) Bishop of Ukrainian Eparchy of Armenian Apostolic Church, Ukraine 
75) Martin Aust Professor for Eastern European History, University of Bonn, Germany 
76) Martin Malek Independent political scientist from Vienna, Austria 
77) Marynovych 
Myroslav Vice-rector of the Ukrainian Catholic University, Ukraine 
78) Matviychuk 
Oleksandra Head of the Board, Centre for Civil Liberties, Ukraine 
79) Melnyk Anton Co-Chair of the Customs Committee, American Chamber of Commerce 

in Ukraine, Ukraine 
80) Mikheieva Oksana DAAD professor at the European University Viadrina Frankfurt (Oder), 

professor of sociology at the Ukrainian Catholic University (Lviv), 
Ukraine 

81) Mustafa Dzemilev The member of the Ukrainian Parliament since 1998, the former Chair-
man of the Mejlis the Crimean Tatar People, Ukraine 

82) Muzergues Alisa Senior Research Fellow, Euro Créative, Italy-Ukraine 
83) Nesterenko 
Oksana 

PhD in Law, Associate Professor of the Faculty of Law, NaUKMA, 
Ukraine 

84) Nicolas Tenzer Guest professor at Sciences Po Paris, France 
85) Nosov Stanislav Head of the Ukrainian Union conference of Seventh-Day Adventists, 

Ukraine 
86) Oliver Jens 
SCHMITT 

Professor, Institute of East European History, University of Vienna, 
Austria 

87) Ostashko Tamara Assistant professor, Corresponding Member of the NAAS of Ukraine, 
Head of Department of Sectoral Forecasting and Markets, State Institu-
tion "Institute for Economics and Forecasting, NAS of Ukraine, Ukraine 

88) Pachlovska Oxana Professor of Ukrainian Studies, University of Rome "Sapienza", Italy-
Ukraine 

89) Padun Leonid Senior Bishop of the Ukrainian Christian Evangelical Church, Ukraine 
90) Palamar Vladimir Chairman of the Board of the Association of Ukrainian Organisations in 

Estonia, Estonia 
91) Panochko 
Mykhailo Senior Bishop of the Ukrainian Evangelical Church Christians, Ukraine 
92) Pavel Havlicek Research Fellow at the Association for International Affairs (AMO) in 

Prague, Czech Republic 
93) Pavlenko Olena President, DiXi Group, Ukraine 
94) Petrovska Viktoria Unity Ukrainian Association president, Budapest, Hungary 
95) Philipp Ther Professor for Central European History, University of Vienna, Austria 
96) Prof. Dr. Olexiy 
Haran 

Head of Board, School for Policy Analysis, University of Kyiv Mohyla 
Academy, Research Director, Democratic Initiatives Foundation, 
Ukraine 



97) Professor Roger 
Griffin Emeritus professor Oxford Brookes University, UK 
98) Rozkladai Igor Deputy director CEDEM, Ukraine 
99) Rybachuk Oleh NGO "Centre UA", Chairman, Ukraine 
100) Shevchuk 
Sviatoslav Father and Head of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church, Ukraine 
101) Shlikhta Natalia Head of the Department of History, National University of "Kyiv-Mo-

hyla Academy", Ukraine 
102) Shvarts Pavlo Bishop of the German evangelical Lutheran Church of Ukraine, Ukraine 
103) Shynkaruk Lidiia Doctor in Economics, Professor, Associate member of the National 

academy of sciences of Ukraine, Professor of National University of 
Life and Environmental Sciences of Ukraine, Ukraine 

104) Sigov Konstantin Director of European Humanities research Center, University of “Kyiv-
Mohyla Academy”, Ukraine 

105) Sokolenko 
Natalia 

Journalist, "Hromadske Radio", Ukraine 

106) Solonenko Iryna Senior Fellow, Center for Liberal Modernity, Berlin, Germany 
107) Sushko Iryna Executive Director, Europe without Barriers, Ukraine 
108) Sviatun Olena PhD in Law, Associate Professor of the Chair of Comparative and Euro-

pean Law, Educational and Scientific Institute of International Relations, 
Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv, Ukraine 

109) Sydorenko 
Sergiy 

Editor-in-chief "European Pravda", Ukraine 

110) Synhaivska 
Maryna 

Deputy Director of General National News Agency of Ukraine "Ukrin-
form", Ukraine 

111) Taran Svitlana  head of Trade+, International Trade Research Center, KSE Institute, 
Ukraine  

112) Thomas Daiber Professor for Slavic Linguistics and Cultural Studies, Justus-Liebig-Uni-
versität, Institut für Slavistik, Germany 

113) Tomak Maria Former human rights, now in the civil service (as an individual), 
Ukraine 

114) Tomáš Glanc Professor at the Universität Zürich, Switzerland 
115) Tymoshenko 
Sofia 

Journalist, local producer of BBC World, Great Britain-Ukraine 

116) Vakarchuk 
Sviatoslav 

Ukrainian rock musician & singer, Ukraine 

117) Vernygora Vlad 
Alex 

Department of Law, Tallin University of Technology, Estonia 

118) Veselovskyi 
Bohdan 

Expert in EU law, Graduate student of the Institute of International Rela-
tions of Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv, Ukraine 

119) Vitkin Leonid Professor of the Department of Management Technologies, «KROK» 
University of Economics and Law, Kyiv, Ukraine 

120) Vyshlinsky Hlib Executive director, Centre for Economic Strategy, Ukraine 
121) Winfried 
Schneider-Deters 

Independent author, Heidelberg, Germany 

122) Wolfgang 
Mueller 

Professor, University of Vienna, Austria 

123) Yaremenko 
Maksym 

Professor of the Department of History of the National University 
"Kyiv-Mohyla Academy", Ukraine 



124) Yaremenko 
Sergii 

Long Term Expert Project "Support to the Public Procurement Reform 
in Ukraine", Ukraine 

125) Yermolenko 
Volodymyr 

Ukrainian philosopher, chief editor of "UkraineWorld.org", analytics di-
rector at "Internews Ukraine", Ukraine 

126) Yevhen 
Hlibovytsky 

Founder of think tank "pro.mova", Ukraine 

127) Yurchuk Yuliya Lecturer of History, Umeå University, Sweden 
128) Zalishchuk 
Svitlana 

Advisor to the CEO of Naftogaz, Member of Parliament of Ukraine 
(2014-2019), Ukraine 

129) Zan-Fabian 
Alexander 

Bishop of the Trans-Carpathian Reformed Church, Ukraine 

130) Zeldi Robert Expert in customs and tax law, ex-Deputy Chair of State Customs Ser-
vice of Ukraine, currently Armed Forces of Ukraine, Ukraine 

131) Zhernakov 
Mykhailo 

PhD, Judge of the Vinnytsia Disctrict Administrative Court (2012-
2015), Chair of the Board, DEJURE Foundation, Ukraine 

132) Anti-Corruption Research and Educational Center, Ukraine 
133) Allianz Ukrainischer Organisationen, Germany 

  134) Ukrainian Center for European Policy 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


